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SEPTEMBER  FIELD  TRIP 

The  September  Field  Trip  was  taken  to  Alameda  on  Sunday,  the  18th. 
The  weather  was  warm  but  pleasant.  There  was  no  wind.  It  was  a joint  trip 
of  the  Santa  Clara  Valley  Audubon  Society  and  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  So- 
ciety with  about  eighty  members  and  guests  pi’esent.  Twenty  of  these  per- 
sons represented  the  Santa  Clara  Society  including  the  prseident,  Mr.  B.  N. 
Dickinson.  We  hope  they  will  join  us  soon  again.  The  party  met  at  Santa 
Clara  Ave.  and  High  St.  at  10  a.m. 

High  tide  at  Ft.  Point  was  4.5  feet  at  9:24  a.m.  Low  tide  was  3.1  feet  at 
1:56  p.m.  Having  so  many  observers  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  make  a bird 
count  in  seven  areas  at  the  same  time,  giving  a fair  idea  of  the  numbers  of 
shore  birds  present  in  the  region  on  the  above  date.  The  places  covered  were 
the  East  Oakland  shore  of  San  Leandro  Bay  between  66th  Ave.  and  High  St. 
Bridge  (two  parties);  San  Leandro  Beach;  Otis  Drive,  Alameda;  on  Bay  Farm 
Island,  both  sides  of  Doolittle  Road,  the  large  pond  west  of  the  golf  course 
and  the  bay  side  of  this  pond  including  the  decks  of  the  old  desti’oyers  and  the 
levee.  On  the  destroyers  one  Wandering  Tattler  and  thii'ty-four  Black  Turn- 
stones were  found.  I wish  to  thank  all  present  for  their  splendid  cooperation. 

The  total  numbers  of  some  of  the  species  counted  and  estimated  are  im- 
pressive: 25,000  Wesern  Sandpipers,  3750  Avocets,  3042  Willets,  2550  Dowitch- 
ers,  1960  Black-bellied  Plovers,  1520  Godwits.  The  numbers  21  for  Hudsonian 
Curlews  and  35  for  Black  Turnstones  (one  at  the  pond)  are  high  for  these 
species  on  Bay  Farm  Is 

Forty-three  species 
Eared  Greb 

California  Brown  Pelica 
Double-crested 
Cormorant 
Black-crowned 
Night  Heron 
Mallard 
Pintail 
Shoveller 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Semipalmated  Plover 
Killdeer 

Black-bellied  Plover 
Black  Turnstone 
Sept.  20,  1949 


were  observed: 

Long-billed  Curlew 
a Hudsonian  Curlew 
Wandering  Tattler 
Willet 

Greater  Yellow-legs 
Knot 

Least  Sandpiper 
Dowitcher 
Western  Sandpiper 
Marbled  Godwit 
Sanderling 
Avocet 

Northern  Phalarope 
J aeger 

(probably  Pomarine, 
Seth  Bailey) 

.Junea  W. 
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Western  Gull 
Herring  Gull 
California  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Short-billed  Gull 
Forster  Tern 
Bairn  Swallow 
California  Jay 
English  Sparrow 
Meadowlark 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Brewer  Blackbird 
House  Finch 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 

Kelly,  Leader  and  Historian 
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SPECIAL  SEPTEMBER  FIELD  TRIP 

For  the  walk  through  the  Mills  College  Campus  and  Leona  Canyon  on 
Saturday  morning,  September  10,  seven  people  gathered:  Miss  Carruth,  Mrs. 
Gerringer,  Miss  Hampel,  Bob  Lindblad,  Jake  Mathis,  E.  A.  Mayers  and  the 
leader  (substituting  for  Mr.  Peterson)  Arthur  Myer. 

The  group  was  smaller  than  usual,  but  it  was  a well-integrated  group.  The 
sky  was  overcast  but  the  temperature  pleasant.  The  first  habitat  members  of 
the  animal  kingdom  seen  on  the  Campus  were  fox  squirrels.  Throughout  the 
walk  the  following  species  of  birds  were  seen:  Columbidae:  Western  Mourning 
Dove.  Trochilidae:  Anna  Hummingbird.  Tyrannidae:  Western  Flycatcher. 

Corvidae:  California  Jay.  Paridae:  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee,  Plain  Titmouse. 
Sittidae:  Slenderbilled  Nuthatch.  Turdidae:  Hermit  Thrush.  Fringillidae: 

House  Finch,  Brown  Towhee,  and  Song  Sparrow. 

E.  A.  Mayers,  Historian 

SPECIAL  AUGUST  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Saturday,  August  27,  we  met  at  Fleishhacker  Playground.  Miss  Mar- 
garet Milwain  was  unable  to  be  present  to  lead  the  trip,  but  neither  this  nor 
the  slight  drizzle  (which  turned  into  genuine,  no-fooling  rain  as  the  morning 
progressed)  could  dampen  the  ardor  of  these  ten  birders:  Sadie  Bozant,  Al- 
freda  C.  Berg,  Julia  M.  Courtney,  Alice  Courtney  (guest),  Monta  A.  Mills, 
Florence  B.  Stanton,  Leroy  Briggs,  Harold  Peterson,  Tom  Trilling,  Charles 
Trilling. 

The  route  was  as  follows:  Start  at  Fleishhacker  Playground,  south  thru  the 
park  to  Skyline  Boulevard,  along  this  road  for  a short  way,  east  along  Harding 
Boulevard  between  the  two  lakes  of  Laguna  de  la  Merced,  thru  part  of  the 
golf  links  to  the  Clubhouse  (and  a pause  for  coffee),  north  across  the  bridge 
over  the  north  Lake  Merced,  west  along  the  northern  shore  of  this  lake  to 
Fleishhacker  Zoo,  thru  the  Zoo  to  the  starting  point. 

The  highlight  of  this  trip  was  a long-sustained,  close-range  view  of  an 
ANTHONY  GREEN  HERON.  Detailed  study  was  possible  which  permitted 
this  bird  to  be  distinguished  from  a BITTERN  or  an  immature  BLACK- 
CROWNED  NIGHT  HERON.  Another  noteworthy  event  was  a fine  view  of  a 
YELLOW-THROAT  with  its  distinguishing  black  mask. 

The  following  29  species  were  identifed:  Western  and  pied-billed  grebe; 
Anthony  green  and  black-crowned  night  heron;  mallard;  California  quail;  coot; 
killdeer;  glaucous-winged,  western  and  California  gull;  mourning  dove;  Anna 
and  Allen  hummingbird;  belted  kingfisher;  red-shafted  flicker;  barn  swallow; 
chestnut-backed  chickadee;  California  creeper;  Bewick  wren;  robin;  yellow 
throat;  English  sparrow;  Brewer  blackbird;  house  finch;  green-backed  gold- 
finch; Oregon  junco;  white-crowned  and  song-sparrow. 

Charles  Trilling,  Historian 
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A STUDY  TOUR  WITH  THE  AUDUBONS 

My  enthusiasm  was  so  deeply  rooted  1 was  awake  before  six  on  Sunday 
morning  and  on  my  way  by  seven  to  cross  the  Bay  Bridge  from  San  Francisco 
to  join  the  Audubon  group  in  Berkeley  for  a trip  to  the  hills  beyond.  I found 
the  waiting  assembly  a very  gracious  people.  All  were  equipped  with  binocu- 
lars, note  books,  and  a few  with  cameras,  for  the  expedition. 

After  traveling  several  miles  in  automobiles  we  walked  through  a meadow 
where  observations  were  made  of  doves,  larks,  blue  birds,  red-winged  black 
birds  and  a mocking  bird.  It  was  a pageant  of  color  and  beauty;  a symphony 
ot  rhythm  and  song;  a lesson  in  synchronized  flight  and  freedom. 

Farther  on  we  followed  trails  through  trees  and  by  streams  and  over  hills 
in  our  search  of  other  habitats  of  different  birds. 

My  first  trip  with  the  Audubons  proved  to  be  such  an  interesting  revela- 
tion in  bird  life,  I am  anticpatng  the  next  one.  They  intrigue  me  — these 
feathered  flyers  of  beauty  and  song. 

Monta  A.  Mills,  San  Francisco. 

NEWS  OF  BERKELEY  REGIONAL  PARK:  At  the  September  meeting 
Mrs.  Marhenke  told  of  the  improvements  made  and  contemplated  in  the  facili- 
ties at  the  Lake  Jewell  section  of  the  park.  This  is  a primitive  area  of  interest 
where  we  have  had  many  field  trips.  The  buildings  are  being  fitted  for  a natural 
history  museum  and  library  for  the  benefit  of  junior  and  adult  groups.  Many 
of  our  members  are  giving  their  services  with  girl  and  boy  scouts  in  this  con- 
structive work.  Mr.  Jack  Parker  is  in  charge  and  is  eager  to  assist  any  groups 
or  individuals  visiting'  this  area.  Contributions  of  suitable  books  and  maga- 
zines will  be  gladly  accepted.  A Registry  book  will  be  kept  for  names  of 
visitors,  to  demonstrate  to  the  Park  Commission  that  this  is  a worthwhile 
project.  Visit  and  enjoy  his  spot  frequently  for  the  furtherence  of  Nature 
Education  and  Conservation.  Robert  Sibley,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
will  speak  on  “Phases  of  Park  Policy”  October  14th  at  8 p.m.  To  reach  this 
area  at  the  end  of  Spruce  St.,  Berkeley,  turn  left  down  the  hill,  then  left  to  the 
parking  area.  The  public  is  invited. 

NEW  MEMBERS:  We  welcome  the  following:  from  San  Francisco,  Miss 
Carolyn  Hinsen,  Mr.  Victor  0.  Lund,  Mrs.  Monta  A.  Mills;  from  Oakland,  Mrs. 
Grace  Busche  Dafoe,  Miss  Lois  Ruffner,  Mr.  Herbert  Wong;  from  Berkeley, 
Mrs.  Larry  Curl,  Miss  Helen  Flynn,  Miss  Eva  G.  Gibson,  Mr.  David  Y.  Maxon, 
Mr.  J.  Ross  McFadyan,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Todd;  from  Burlingame,  Mrs.  Hillyer  Brown. 

A WILDLIFE  ART  EXHIBIT  will  be  held  during  October  at  the  Berkeley 

Public  Library,  Shattuck  Ave.  & ICittredge  St.  Harry  Curieux  Adamson,  our 
Vice-president,  will  be  one  of  the  exhibitors.  A showing  of  wildlife  films  is 
being  arranged.  For  partculars  see  bulletin  boaid  at  the  libiaiy  oi  phone. 
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OCTOBER  MEETING 

The  385th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held  on 
October  13  at  the  Oakland  Public  Museum,  Lake  Merritt,  Oak  and  14th  Sts. 
The  business  meeting  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  and  the  program  at  8 o’clock. 

Dr.  Ralph  W.  Chaney,  professor  of  Paleontology  at  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, will  speak  on  the  “Redwoods  of  China.”  Dr.  Chaney  recently  led  an 
expedition  to  China  in  search  of  these  very  ancient  trees.  We  are  very  privi- 
ledged  to  have  this  opportunity  of  hearing  him  tell  of  them  and  of  their  relation 
to  our  own  redwoods.  His  talk  will  be  illustrated  with  colored  slides.  This 
will  be:  an  outsanding  program,  and  guests  will  be  welcome. 

There  will  be  a no-host  dinner  at  6 p.m.  at  Coit  Hotel,  1445  Harrison  St. 
near  14th. 

Laurel  Reynolds,  Program  Chairman 


OCTOBER  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Sunday,  October  16,  to  Stinson 
Beach  in  Marin  County.  A variety  of 
land,  shore,  and  water  birds  should  be 
present  along  the  sand  bar,  and  in 
Bolinas  Bay  and  Bolinas  Lagoon.  Take 
8:15  a.m.  Bolinas  bus  from  Greyhound 
Depot,  Seventh  and  Mission  Streets, 
San  Francisco.  Those  driving,  cross 
the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  follow 
Route  1 to  Stinson  Beach,  where  we 
will  meet  at  the  bus  station  at  9:30 
a.m.  Leader,  Larry  Curl.  Bring  bino- 
culars, lunch,  and  interested  friends. 


SPECIAL  OCTOBER  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Saturday,  October  29,  to  north 
San  Francisco.  This  trip  will  visit 
several  places  in  or  near  the  Presidio 
such  as  the  Marina,  Julius  Kahn  Play- 
ground, Mountain  Lake,  and  Bakers 
Beach.  Meet  at  the  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts  Lagoon  on  Baker  Street  at  9:00 
a.m.  The  “F”  car  is  probably  the  best 
approach.  Bring  binoculars,  lunch  if 
desired,  and  interested  friends. 

A.  Laurence  Curl,  Chairman, 
Field  Trips  Committee 


Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 

formerly 

Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 
Branch  of  National  Audubon  Society 

President Mrs.  Ethel  Richardson... 887  Indian  Rock  Ave.,  Berkeley  7 

Corresponding  Secretary Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

Treasurer Miss  Ivander  Maclver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

Editor Miss  Minnie  H.  Young 2726  Prince  Street,  Berkeley  5 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.  m. 

Assembly  Room,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  McAllister  Sts.,  San  Francisco 

Alternate  months  • Oakland 

Joint  membership,  Local  & National  $5.00  per  Year,  includes  Audubon  Magazine 
Local  dues  only,  $1.50  per  year.  Student  Membership,  75  cts. 
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